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      PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
             Meeting Minutes 

             October 5, 2022 

Opening: 

A meeting of the Lebanon Parks and Recreation Board was held at 7:00 p.m. on 10-5-2022 at City Building.  

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Napier. 

In Attendance: Jeff Napier, Scott Pun, Scott Nash, Lindsay Mescher, Susan Galise, Shawn Ford, Cody 

Hartley, and Casey Burdick  

A. Approval of September Minutes:   

Park Board: Motion to approve by Susan Galise, seconded by Lindsay Mescher, approved by the 

board. 

 

B. Agenda:  

1. Introduce new member, Scott Pun and Board Vacancy 

The board vacancy has been filled.  Scott Pun was approved by City Council to join the 

committee. Welcome to Scott!  Unfortunately, Barb Leitschuh has decided to step down.  We 

now have another vacancy on the board, but we do have an application from a potential 

candidate.  That person will be contacted to see if they are still interested.  

 

2. Bike Park - Rugged Duathlon, Trail Signage 

Rugged Duathlon at the Bike Park.  Jeff N, Casey, and Scott Brunka met back in mid-August to 

discuss the possibility of hosting a rugged duathlon at the Bike Park next year.  The event would be 

composed of doing a trail run on the older mtn bike trails and XC course then jump on a bike and ride 

the new trails, then a trail run on the gravel path and older mtn bike trails (or visa versa on the runs).  

Jeff contacted Topo Adventures and they are on board with helping to advertise and time the event. It 

will be on Saturday, June 24th, 2023.  Casey would like to create a small sub committee to help with 

the planning.  Casey would like to start meeting regularly with the group. 

 

Casey is working on updating the map for the Bike Park and would also like to work on creating 

branding for the City’s trail system on the whole.  Casey is working with the GIS and 

Engineering Dept on mapping the trails.  She is also working with the Marketing person on 

creating a logo and presented a couple of options, the group unanimously selected the green logo 

that incorporated biking and walking elements.  The new signage and updated maps are a big 

priority before the end of the year.  

 

Trail construction associated with the Turtlecreek Union Rd has essentially closed the original 

mtn bike trails for the time being.  Casey has reached out to ODOT to get an update on the 

timeline of that project.  It looked like good progress has been made overall. 

 

E-Bikes discussion: The Bike Park Facebook pages is getting lots of questions regarding E-

Bikes.  They have grown in popularity over the years and they are available a wide variety of 

different power levels, everything from electric pedal assist, all the way to essentially electric 

power moto-cross bikes with no pedals and only a throttle. The general guideline we have been 
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following is electronically assisted, must have pedals, and not a throttle.  But with things 

changing we need to come up with a rule for folks to follow and we probably need separate rules 

for both the natural surface trail and paved trails. Casey is going to reach out to CORA to see if 

they have any guidance and report back. 

  

3. Property at Walnut St. and Summit St. 

There is a property at the corner of Walnut St. and Summit St. that is owned by the City that is 

currently vacant.  It is approximately 150ft by 110ft.  It previously had a small building on it that has 

now been torn down and the utilities have been capped off at the street. Council wanted to explore 

options for utilizing this parcel.  No member had any ideas.  They were concerned that it is a very 

small site and the neighbors are very close. 

 

4. Miller Park- Welcome Center  

Construction has began.  The plumbing appears to be in place and they continuing to prep the site. 

They are still on track to be finished in November. 

 

5. Oktoberfest 

Things are coming along great!  Most of the event will be focused in Bicentennial Park including the 

main stage, large tents, and the biergarten.  Casey handed out pocket cards and asked members to 

consider to volunteer and encourage their friends to volunteer as well. 

 

6. Grant Projects- 

-Lebanon-Countryside YMCA Phase 2: Good progress is being made on the bridge and the new 

bike trails have been cut in on the east side of the 48 bypass and into the Bike Park.  Casey has 

reached out to ODOT to learn when they plan on paving and to determine if the Bike Park needs 

to be closed any during construction. She let the Board know when she hears back and update the 

Bike Park social media.  

-Parkside Property: The City officially owns the property has hired MSP for design and 

engineering.  The project will consist of a paved multi use path approximately 1 mile long along 

creek and a parking lot.  Construction is expected to be bid out late this year. 

-North Broadway Trail: The City has received an Ohio Public Works Commission grant for 

$250k.  Other grant opportunities are being explored as well to help fund this project. The project 

is estimated to cost around $1 Mil and will be constructed in 2024. 

-Bowman Trail: This project is estimated at $1.6 Mil and would follow the former rail line from 

roughly the Armory, behind Colony Square, through the Bowman Nature Preserve up to Monroe 

Rd. The City has received a Transportation Alternative grant for 750k.  The City plans to apply 

for a Clean Ohio Trail Fund grant in 2023 for approximately $500k to make this project more 

feasible.  The project would go into construction in 2025 

 

7. Pleasant Park Playground 

Casey has requested a proposal for replacing the existing play equipment at Pleasant Park.  She 

showed the board two different options one was a “Ninja Warrior” course and a separate play 

structure for younger kids, the other was two separate play structures, one for older and one for 

younger.  She is asking for feedback from the Park Board and Pleasant Square neighbors.  The 

City has budgeted $300k for the project which will include the installation of artificial turf under 

the play equipment instead of traditional mulch.  The goal is to get the equipment ordered in 

early 2023 and installed in the first half of the year.  

 

8. 2023 Budget- not enough time to discuss this topic.  
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 2nd at 7:00 PM in the City Building  

Submitted by Casey Burdick 
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